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Vibrational sum frequency generation (VSFG) spectroscopy is used to study the effect of room temperature ionic
liquids (RTILs) in situ at the electrical double layer (EDL). RTILs have been recognized as electrolytes without solvent for
applications in batteries, supercapacitors and electrodeposition1. The molecular response of the RTIL in the EDL affects
the performance of these devices. We use the vibrational Stark effect on CO as a probe to detect the changes in the electric
field affected by the RTIL across the EDL on metal electrodes. The Stark effect is a shift in the frequency in response to
an externally applied electric field and also influenced by the surrounding electrolyte and electrode2. The CO Stark shift is
monitored by the CO-VSFG spectra on Pt or Ag in a range of different imidazolium-based RTILs electrolytes, where their
composition is tuned by exchanging the anion, the cation or the imidazolium functional group. We study the free induction
decay (FID)3 of the CO to monitor how the RTIL structure and composition affect the vibrational relaxation of the CO.
Combining the CO vibrational Stark effect and the FID allow us to understand how the RTIL electrochemical response,
molecular orientation response and collective relaxation affect the potential drop of the electric field across the EDL, and,
in turn, how determines the electrical capacitance or reactivity of the electrolyte/electrode interface.
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